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572 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. 

The criticism directed against some of the surviving " barbarities " 
of the common law is well deserved, as in the matter of the crude 
provisions regarding homicide. 

On the whole, the work seems well adapted to the purpose for 
which it is intended — to give to German lawyers and scholars a 
ready means of informing themselves as to the meaning of English 
legal terms and the main principles of English law. Even American 
readers may find the book useful, as a guide to English statutory 
legislation brought down to date. £rnst Freund . 

University of Chicago. 

L' Etat ftdtratif : legislation cotnparte et sociologie. Par Raoul 
de la Grasserie. Paris, A. Fontemoing, 1897. — 248 pp. 

According to M. Grasserie, states may be grouped into three 
classes — unitary, federal and isolated. The author assigns himself 
the comprehensive task of determining (1) the natural basis, from 
the sociological point of view, of the three political types ; (2) the 
rdles they have played in history ; (3) their respective merits and de- 
merits. In conformity with this triplicity of aim, the work is divided 
into three parts, designated respectively as theoretical, experimental 
and practical. The theoretical part is devoted to the exploitation of 
an alleged analogy between the phenomena of affinity, condensation 
and rarefaction as observable in the physical world and union, cen- 
tralization and disruption as seen in political and social life. Back 
of these physical phenomena lies heat as the energizing agent. 
Corresponding to this in society is social and political unrest. As 
between nations, this unrest takes the form of war. Peace is the 
absence of motion ; and so on for fifty pages. The second part is 
taken up with the briefest sort of a description of the various feder- 
ations of the world. In the third part, which is devoted to a state- 
ment of results, the chief emphasis is laid upon the fact that because 
of its very bulk and multiplicity of duties a unitary state of any 
considerable size, such as France or Russia, is a "social mon- 
strosity." In a series of fifteen appendices the possibility is con- 
sidered of transforming the present communes and departments of 
France into true federal units. The reviewer cannot say what value 
the work of M. Grasserie may have to his own countrymen, but to 
Americans its possible use is very nearly nil. 

Westel Woodbury Willoughby. 
Johns Hopkins University. 



